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ABSTRACT

High food prices are seen as synonymous with food insecurity. This is because it defiles one of the
four cardinals of food security; food accessibility. To ensure the attainment of food security which is
a common denominator in the United Nation’s MDGs and SDG as eradication of hunger, food must
be economically accessible by all and sundry. Bayelsa State has been bedevilled by exorbitant food
prices as confirmed by NBS data released in March 2020 which placed the state as having the
highest cost in 15 out of 43 food items reviewed. This placed it as the state where food is most
expensive in the federation. This study employing the tool purposive structured interview and
schedule sought the view of 400 traders from five markets in the state capital, Yenagoa. Also 15
food truck drivers were interviewed. Using frequencies and percentages, the result showed that the
key contributors to high food prices in the state are high dependence on food importation from
within and outside the nation as the natives are not farmers, activities of touts, oil pollution, absence
of large mechanized farms in the state, poor road network among others. The study strongly
suggests the harmonisation of taskforce collecting agencies to eradicate multiple levies that are
currently ongoing. It also suggested improved investment in agriculture by both public and private
sectors with comparative advantage in mind to ensure that the potentials of the state in agriculture
are adequately harnessed.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Food is one of mans’ basic needs for survival. As
identified by Maslow, It is the first on the list of
mans’ physical survival needs [1]. Food has been
defined as any substance eaten or drunk by
living things [2]. It is the main source of nutrients
and energy for all living things. To underscore its
importance to mans’ existence, the High
Commissioner for Human Rights enacted the
right to adequate food as contained in CESCR,
1999, general comment 12. Also the United
Nations in its Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) and Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) stressed the need for the eradication of
poverty and hunger as a key indicator for the
achievement of the MDG and SDG goals
respectively [3].

Owing to the importance accorded food by local
and international organisations, access to food
has become one of the pointers of the progress
of a nation state [4,5]. This represents the view of
the FAO when it stressed that Nigeria still
accounts for large number of undernourished
people despite the progress made so far globally
in reducing food insecurity [6]. Food security is
said to have been achieved when ‘people at all
times has physical, social and economic access
to sufficient, safe and nutritious food which meets
their dietary needs and food preference for an
active and healthy life’ [7]. The above brings to
fore the four dimensions to food security as
Availability, Accessibility, Utilization and Stability.
If these four dimensions are not met, food
insecurity is prevalent.

Accessibility with respect to food security refers
to the ability of individuals and households to
reach food needed for healthy living
economically, efficiently, timely and in the right
condition. Food access is a function of market
factors, food prices as well as purchasing power
of the household which is determined by their
source of livelihood and employment factors
respectively [8]. It therefore implies that, a once
food secured person or community can become
food insecure if there is an adverse change in
any of the factors which influence food
accessibility.

Bayelsa State is one of the South-South states of
Nigeria. It is among the core Niger Delta States
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[9]. Being home to the ljaws, they are known for
such sumptuous delicacies as fish pepper soup,
Plantain (majorly unripe plantain delicacy called
“Kekefia”), fisherman soup, “Banga” soup with
starch etc. The ljaw people are prominent in
subsistent farming. As pointed out by [10], most
of these subsistent farming are done by their
women. The state being riverine has the fresh
water and the salt water in some parts of the
state, as such, produces both fresh water and
salt water sea foods respectively [11]. Apart from
sea foods, given that the state is a rainforest, it is
blessed with huge forest resources such as
mangroves, wet lands and wild lives [12].

Beside natural endowments, various
governments in the state have invested so much
towards fostering agricultural production so as to
enhance food security. For instance, the
immediate past administration of Hon. Seriake
Dickson invested so much in rice production,
Fish farming, Cassava and Poultry production in
various locations within the state [13]. Also, the
state has witnessed high influx of farmers from
various parts of the country who now engage in
different types of agriculture such as food crop
production, livestock, forestry and fishery [11,14].

The need for food accessibility and affordability
became pressing as human efforts towards
enhanced agricultural production for sufficient
food security have not yielded the desired result.
Also, despite the natural endowments and the
huge funds different administrations have spent
on various agricultural programmes, the state is
still very vulnerable to food price shocks which
make it highly susceptible to food insecurity. This
is confirmed by data made available by NBS
which showed that the state has the highest price
for 15 out of 43 food items studied under the
review period which covered January 2017 to
March 2020 [15]. This report confirms that
accessibility to food which is a key component for
food security is under threat as food prices are
exorbitant in Bayelsa state. This is what has
motivated this study.

This study therefore seeks to find answers to the
issue of price hike in the state with a view to
proffering possible solutions to the identified
causes, using the Experience Survey Study
Style. Our scope is limited to the 400 sample size
as we adopted purposive sampling method and
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structured interviews so as to get first hand
information from all the players. This limitation
does not however, reduce the utility of the study,
but rather makes it unique as we seek to ensure
that food price stability and availability is
achieved which is pivotal to the eradication of
hunger from the state and the nation at large by
2030 as envisioned by the UN [3].

This work is structured thus; following this
introduction is the Review of Literature,
Methodology adopted for the study, Presentation
and discussion of findings, Recommendations,
Conclusion and suggestion for further studies.

2. EMPIRICAL LITERATURE

Experts have dealt so much on the possible
causes of food insecurity in the South-South
region of Nigeria and Nigeria at large.
Households in South-South region which had
reduced number of meals was found to have
increased by 14.1% in 2015. This was
discovered by [16] in their study of household
access to agricultural credit and agricultural
production in Nigeria using propensity matching
score model. In their submission, they implored
decision makers to eradicate impediments on the
ease of accessing credit by farmers as this will
boost their production and ultimately affect food
production positively which will engender food
avalibility and accessibility, by extension food
security.

In a study by [17], using primary data obtained
from structured questionnaires that was
randomly distributed at 7 locations in Lagos and
analyzed using percentages and Tables, it was
uncovered that food insecurity is a common
denominator of some sort as it is seen to be
hightened among households that have large
number, female headed households, those with
more aged people, households with low
educational level and those who are either
unemployed or are traders. The same study
noted that food insecurity is less likely with
households of professionals and highly
educationed population. Also, increased income
they noted impacts food insecurity negatively.

Increased assess to credit facility by farmers has
been found to be a sure way of eradicating
poverty among farmers and food insecurity in
general. This was the discovery of [5] in their
study; food security, institutional framework and
technology using ARDL method of analysis. They
found that the nation’s high dependence on oil
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has excerbated food insecuity due to negligence
of the agricultural sector. Among other things,
they advocated for synergy  between
governments at all levels and farmers to ensure
implementation of social policies aimed at
protecting the farming population from natural
and man-made hazards which disruptes
agricultural production in the country. They also
argued that increased assess to credit for
farmers will enable them acquire improved
imputs which will boost food production and
accessibility thereby reducing the scourge of
food insecurity. This view was supported by [18],
they butress the fact that adequate funding of
agricultural sector by ensuring hitch-free credit
availment and provision of land for the sector will
facilitate food security.

Accountability in agricultural governance has
also be identified in addition to increased funding
as vehicle for the attainment of food security.
This was the view of [19]. Using descriptive and
econometric tools, they found that improved
agricultural production will in the long run
positively aid achievement of food security in
Nigeria, But that in the short run, there is a
significant increase in the number of
undernourished people as well as overall
increase in the population of the country. They
submitted that in addition to accountability in
agricultural governance, proper care should be
taken to ensure that programmes that will
promote  increased food  security are
implemented to the letter.

Distance to farm sites, land preparation and
maintance as well as farmers experience have
been found to impact negatively on food crop
production in Nigeria. This was the submission of
[20] in his work; Improving labour productivity
and technical efficiency in food crop production,
where he engaged the use of descriptive

statistics and stochastic frontier production
function. He advocated for deployment of
technology as a key farm input that will

significantly improve the negative indicies and so
ensure improved output and by extension reduce
poverty and food insecurity in the country.

Stressing the importance of technology for
revamping agricultural outlook, [21,22] in their
various works on using remote sensing for crop
production  forecasting hinted that Vvital
information on food crop production such as crop
yield forecast, land mass coverage for crop
production and other input requirement will
ensure improved agricultural output. Specifically,



Ochuba and Cookey; AJEBA, 16(4): 17-27, 2020; Article no.AJEBA.59466

[21] observed with the aid of remote sensing that
there is likelihood of decline in the production of
all other food crops such as rice, mazie and yam,
while there is a predicted increase in cassava
harvest in the period under review.

On food prices, [23] noted that rising cost of food
in Nigeria is rooted in policies and programmes
of current and past administrations which paid lip
service to agriculture and food security. He noted
that to correct the trend, there should be massive
education for farmers at all scale, provision of
updated market information for both their input
and outputs as well as increased funding for the
sector.

From the available literatures reviewed, no such
study has been carried out in Bayelsa State.
Also, there is dearth of literatures addressing the
food accessability aspect which is very peculiar
to Bayelsa State and Nigeria at large. Therefore,
the lack of empirical solution to the Bayelsa State
case as evidenced in the extant literature creates
a huge gap that begs for attention. This is the
literature and knowledge gap this study intends
to fill as we study food prices and the challenge
of food security in Bayelsa State, Nigeria.

3. METHODOLOGY

Exploratory research design whose major
emphasis lies on discovering insights and ideas
was deployed for this study [24]. Experience
survey study style was adopted owing to the fact
that we wanted to get first hand information from
food market frontlines which happen to be
market men and women who deal directly with
food distribution within the state. We also
interacted with truck drivers who bring in food to
the state.

The study area was Yenagoa Metropolis.
Yenagoa is the capital of Bayelsa State and the
hub of her economic activities. It is the collection
point where traders and artisans from other parts
of the state converge for exchange of goods and
services.

We adopted purposive sampling method;
structured interviews and schedules were used
to elicit information from our respondents. This
method was adopted because we want to find
the reason behind the price hike in the state from
the stand point of the sellers as well as
transporters who bring food into the state. We
were purposive in our interviews and schedules
owing to the fact that not all traders in the
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markets of interest deal on food. Traders in other
lines of business will not give us the evidence
based finding we are looking for; hence our
attention was strictly on food item sellers and
transporters. We acknowledge the error of going
out of scope for the interview conductors. To
hedge against it, we conducted the interviews
ourselves armed with structured questions for the
respondents. Being aware of systematic errors,
we hedged against it by visiting the various
markets on non-market days which are Mondays
for Okaka and Tombia markets, Tuesdays for
Swali Market, Wednesdays for Opolo market and
Thursdays for Kpansia Market respectively. Our
timing was midday hours when the market was
less busy to chat with our respondents.

A total of 400 traders both men and women were
interviewed. 140 traders from Swali market given
that it is the biggest market in the state, 65
traders each from Tombia, Opolo, Kpansia and
Okaka markets respectively. The selection
criteria for the traders were only those who deal
on food stuffs. We equally chatted with 15 truck
drivers who we met offloading various food items
at the Swali market motor park. Frequencies and
percentages were employed in presentation of
our findings.

4. DATA PRESENTATION, PRESENTA-
TION OF FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

The data above extracted Nigerian Bureau of
Statistics indicates that out of 43 selected food
items whose prices were studied between
January 2017 and March 2020, Bayelsa State
has the highest price in 15 of them as shown on
the Table 1. This is a disturbing statistics as the
state did not witness lowest price in any food
item, hence it was not reported here.

4.1 Presentation of Findings

4.1.1 Personal profile of the traders

Table 2 shows the gender distribution of the
traders. 168 traders representing 42% of the
respondents are male, while 232 traders
representing 58% are females.

Table 3 shows the age distribution of the
respondents. 92 traders representing 23% of the
traders are within the age bracket 18 — 30 years,
55.5% which represents 222 traders are between
31 — 45 years, 68 traders representing 17% of
the respondents are between the ages of 46 and
60, while 18 traders representing 4.5% of the
respondents are 61 years and above.
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Table 1. Data on food price extremes in Nigeria

S/IN Food Item

Lowest price by

Highest price by

Price

State (N) State (N) differential (N)
1 Beef,boneless Adamawa (1047.18) Bayelsa (1537.17) 489.99
2 Bread sliced 500 g Gombe (240.83) Bayelsa (450) 209.17
3 Bread unsliced 500 g Yobe (175) Bayelsa (428.13)  253.13
4 Chicken Feet Bauchi (350) Bayelsa (1259.89) 909.89
5 Gari white,sold loose Kano (142.71) Bayelsa (388.35) 245.64
6 Gari yellow,sold loose Katsina (153.82) Bayelsa (381.56) 227.74
7 Maize grain white sold loose Borno (80.36) Bayelsa (312.88) 232.52
8 Maize grain yellow sold loose Borno (89.29) Bayelsa (354) 264.71
9 Onion bulb Borno (120) Bayelsa (400.08) 280.08
10  Rice agric sold loose Kebbi (264.81) Bayelsa (601.41) 336.6
11 Rice local sold loose Sokoto (246.06) Bayelsa (522.16)  276.1
12 Rice Medium Grained Kogi (261.07) Bayelsa (621.21)  360.14
13  Rice,imported high quality sold Sokoto (357.62) Bayelsa (685.08) 327.46
loose
14  Wheat flour: prepacked Ondo (595.5) Bayelsa (835.25) 239.75
(golden penny 2 kg)
15  Yam tuber Yobe (127.27) Bayelsa (496.22)  368.95
Source: National Bureau of Statistics, (2020)
Table 2. Gender distribution of the traders
Gender Male Female
No. of respondents 168 232
Percentage of respondents (%) 42 58

Source: (Field Survey, 2020)

Table 3. Age distribution of the traders

Age bracket 18 -30years 31-45 46 — 60 61 years and
years years above
No of respondents 92 222 68 18
Percentage of respondents (%) 23 55.5 17 4.5
Source: (Field Survey, 2020)
Table 4 shows the length of stay in food business 268 Traders representing 67% of our

by the traders. 120 traders representing 30% of
the respondents have spent 0- 2 years in food
business, 240 traders representing 60% of the
traders have spent between 3 to 5 years, while
40 traders representing 10% of the respondents
have spent over 5 years as food vendors.

Table 5 shows the place of origin of the traders.
120 traders representing 30% of the food traders
are from Bayelsa State, 150 traders representing
37.5% of traders are from other states in the
south south geopolitical zone of the country, 100
representing 25% of the traders are from the
south east, while 20 and 10 representing 5% and
2.5% are from Northern and Western Nigeria
respectively.

Table 6 shows the traders view of the factors
responsible for high food prices in Bayelsa State.
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respondents believe that high food importation
due to cultural antecedents of the ljaw People of
Bayelsa State is responsible for high food bills.
348 Traders representing 87% of the
respondents are of the view that activities of
Touts and multiple taskforce operators is behind
high food bills in the state. 51% of the
respondents representing 204 of the traders feel
that the geographical location of the state is the
cause of high food cost. Climate change was
blamed as the cause of high food bill by 184
traders representing 46% of the interviewed
traders. Oil endowment of the state and the
subsequent activities has been blamed as the
cause of high food cost by 332 traders

representing 83% of the respondents. 324
traders representing 81% and 268 traders
representing 67% of the respondents

respectively believe that youth apathy towards
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agriculture and inadequate mechanised farms in
the state are responsible for high food bills in the
state.

4.1.2 Personal profile of the drivers

All the 15 drivers we interacted with are all male.
Table 7 shows the age distribution of the drivers.
6 drivers representing 40% of our respondents

are between the age of 18-30 years, 7 drivers
representing 46.7% are between the ages of 31-

45 years while 2 drivers representing 13.3% of
the interviewed drivers are 46 years and above.

Table 8 shows how long each of the drivers has
spent in the business of food truck driving. 4
drivers representing 26.7% of our respondents
said they have spent less than 2 years driving
food trucks, 7 drivers representing 46.7% said
they have spent between 3-5 years as food truck
drivers while 4 drivers who represent 26.6% of
our respondents have spent over 5 years as food
truck drivers.

Table 4. Showing the length of stay in business of the traders

Years 0 —2 years 3 -5 years 5 years and above
No of respondents 120 240 40
Percentage of respondents 30 60 10

Source: (Field Survey, 2020)

Table 5. Showing place of origin of the respondents

Place of origin Bayelsa Other South  South Northern  South
State South States Eastern Nigeria Western
of Nigeria Nigeria Nigeria
No. of respondents 120 150 100 20 10
Percentage of respondents (%) 30 37.5% 25% 5% 2.5%

Source: (Field Survey, 2020)

Table 6. Showing the causes of food price hike within bayelsa state; the traders’ views

View of Food Activities of Geographic Effects Oil Youth Inadequate
respons importation touts and al attributes of activities apathy mechanised
task force of the state climate in the farms
operators change State
No. of 268 348 204 184 332 324 268
respondents
Percentage of 67 87 51 46 83 81 67
respondents
(%)
Source: (Field Survey, 2020)
Table 7. Showing the age bracket of the drivers
_Age bracket 18 — 30 years 31-45years 46 years and above
Number of respondents 6 7 2
Percentage of respondents (%) 40 46.7 13.3

Source: (Field Survey, 2020)

Table 8. Showing the length of stay in business of the drivers

Length of stay in business 0 — 2 years 3 -5 years Above 5 years

Number of respondents 4 7 4
Percentage of respondents (%) 26.7 46.7 26.6

Source: (Field Survey, 2020)
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Table 9. Showing the causes of food price hike, truck drivers view

Activities of
touts and task
force operators

Views of
Respondents

Poor road
infrastructure of Bayelsa State

Unique location Corruption,
political influence

and youth attitude

12
80

No of respondents 14
Percentage of 96
respondents (%)

8
52

6
41

Source: (Field Survey, 2020)

Table 9 shows the views of the truck drivers
about the causes of high food cost in the state.
14 drivers representing 96% of our respondents’
feels that the activities of touts and multiple task
force operators are the cause of food price hike.
12 drivers representing 80% of the respondents
feel that poor road infrastructure within Nigeria is
responsible for high food bills. 8 and 6 drivers
representing 52% and 41% of the drivers believe
that the unique location, corruption, political
influence and the attitude of the youths are the
causes of high food cost.

4.2 Discussion of Findings

4.2.1 Causes of food price hike within bayelsa
state; food traders’ views

4.2.1.1 Heavy dependence on food importation
due to cultural antecedents

268 traders representing 67% of our respondents
believe that the culture of the ljaw people is one
of the key factors responsible for food price hike
in the state. Historically, the ljaw man is not a
farmer by nature compared to other neighbouring
clans. It was believed that most of the
subsistence farming that they were known for
was largely done by the women. This singular
reason made it impossible for them to be
competitive when it comes to food production.
Consequently, as population started swelling
owing to the creation of the state out of the old
Rivers State in 1996, the state depended heavily
on food imports from within and outside of the
country as the local farm produce could not
sustain the food demands of the growing state.
The high food import bill in the state to them is a
major factor responsible for high food prices.

4.2.1.2 Activities of
operators

touts and task force

From our findings, 348 traders representing 87%
of our respondents attributed high food bills in
Bayelsa State to activities of touts and multiple
task force operators within the state. Given that
the state is a net food importer, most of the food
within the state comes through various
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transportation routes. But touts and task force
operators extort so much from these transporters
who bring in food to the state. On several
occasions, the traders lamented that some of the
transporters refuse coming into the state or they
factor in those illegal fees and fines that are
being extorted from them into the transportation
cost of food items coming into the State. This
translates to higher food prices for the final
consumer given that every player in the already
elongated food supply chain builds in their profit
too.

4.2.1.3 Geographical attributes of the state

204 traders representing 51% of our respondents
believe that the geographical location of the state
impacts food production and by extension food
prices negatively. Given that the state is majorly
riverine, water logged and the marshy nature of
the environment makes it very expensive to
develop even for agricultural purposes. This
encourages the current high dependence on
food importation. But it was also argued that the
terrain can still support the production of certain
food crops like rice which thrives in water logged
areas. Again the explanation can be found in the
fact that the natives are not originally farmers or
put differently they are not large scale farmers.

4.2.1.4 Effects of climate change

184 of our respondents which are 46% of the
traders we interviewed think that climate change
and global warming have dealt heavy blows on
agriculture within the state as elsewhere. This
manifests in the annual flooding the state has
been witnessing in the past few years. Prominent
among them is the 2012 and 2018 flood where
the state was ranked as one of the worst hit
nationwide. These severely impacted on food
production as lots of farmlands were submerged
by the flood.

4.2.1.5 Oil activities in the state

We gathered from 332 traders representing 83%
of our respondents that activities of il
companies in the state has left so little to desire.
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This is supported by the views of [25] in which he
stated that crude oil discovery, exploration
activities and subsequent exportation from the
Niger Delta has been the story of resource curse.
Oil spills and other environmental harmful
practices have left nothing to desire of the state
and the region at large. Pollution of vast portions
of both land and water of the state makes it
extremely difficult for food production to thrive.
Remediation and clean up of the polluted region
has suffered so much set back as stakeholders
are paying lip service to it. This is a major
setback to food security within the state and
indeed the Niger Delta region.

4.2.1.6 Youth apathy towards
agriculture in particular

work and

In the view of 324 traders representing 81% of
our interviewees, the youths of the state and the
Niger Delta region at large have very negative
attitude towards agriculture and work generally.
The ‘resource curse’ as earlier mentioned has
made most of the youth to neglect lots of the
productive areas of human capital development
in pursuit of compensation and rents from oil
companies. Others engage in illegal mining and
refining of petroleum products which adds to
environmental degradation currently going on in
the state. As reported by [26], Farmers
population in the state is tilting away from the
youths to the middle and aged population with
vast number of the young farmers comprising of
women. This is a disturbing development as the
future of agriculture and indeed food security is
at stake in the state.

4.2.1.7 Limited number of large
mechanised farms within the state

scale

268 traders representing 67% of our respondents
feels that the absence of large scale mechanised
farms within the state impacts food security
adversely. This in their view is because the
advantages accruable from large scale farming
which includes mass production, specialisation
amongst other eludes the state. The ongoing
subsistence farming has proved greatly
inadequate for the attainment of food security in
the State.

4.2.2 Causes of food price hike in Bayelsa
state; food truck drivers’ views

4.2.2.1 Activities of touts and multiple task force
operators

14 drivers out of the 15 drivers we interacted with
representing 96% of our respondents expressed
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bitterness at the activities of multiple task force
operators within and outside the state attributing
it as a major contributor to exorbitant food prices.
This according to them adds to the cost of
bringing food into the state. Some claimed that
not all drivers are willing to bring food to the state
due to the ugly experiences with touts and task
force operators.

4.2.2.2 Poor road infrastructure within the
country
Out of the 15 respondents here, 12 driver

representing 80% of our respondents believe that
the poor state of road infrastructures within
Nigeria is the chief cause of high food prices in
Bayelsa State. As have been established that the
state is a net food importer, events that affect the
importation of food will affect food prices, so the
poor road network within Nigeria adversely
affects food supply within the state. The need for
regular repairs and maintenance of the food
trucks occasioned by poor road infrastructure
contributes to high cost of food transportation,
which translates to high food prices.

4.2.2.3 Unique location of the state

The unique location of the state at the extreme of
the country bordering the Atlantic has been
attributed as one of the key factors responsible
for high food price in the state. This was the view
of 8 drivers representing 52% of our interviewees.
They believe that if the state had been situated as
transit routes, accessing the state would not have
been as it is currently. In their words “you cannot
access major places in Bayelsa State if that is not
your original destination unlike other states that
you can easily access while enroute to a different
state entirely.

4.2.2.4 Corruption, political influence, and
attitude of the young people

Corruption among the political class was equally
blamed as being one of the causes of food price
hike in the state. This view was expressed by 6
drivers representing 41% of our respondents.
They are of the opinion that the political class has
not been fair in handling issue of development in
all sectors of the economy, also that they have
contributed greatly towards youths’ apathy to
work as they empower them wrongly during
political seasons and most of the youths
never get to have a normal life afterwards. By
political season we are referring to electioneering
periods.
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5. CONCLUSION

Summarily, the need for food security cannot be
over emphasised. Accessibility in form of
affordability and availability are the hallmark of
food security. The people and government of
Bayelsa State and indeed all the stakeholders
should wake up to the urgent demand for
affordable food within her shores. The study
suggests as follows (1) need to leverage on
comparative advantage by producing those food
crops which thrives in riverine settings. Foods
such as rice which thrives very well in water
logged area should be accorded priority by
government and agricultural investors. If properly
driven, the result will be self sufficiency in rice
production. (2) Government investments in
agriculture should be properly channelled and
supervised to ensure that the aim of such
investments is not defeated. (3) Farmers should
embrace the use of improved agricultural inputs
both seedlings and machines to enable them
overcome the unique topography of the state. (4)
We suggest urgent harmonisation of all revenue
collection agencies within the state to ensure that
double taxation and harassment by touts are
curtailed. If these and our earlier suggestions are
religiously implemented, they will positively
impact the state’s attainment of the Sustainable
Development Goal (SDGs) and other Human
Development Indices (HDIs).

Further studies are suggested to get the views of
both the native and migrant farmers about food
prices and food security in Bayelsa State. This is
pivotal for the achievement of food security in the
state and Nigeria at large.

6. RECOMMENDATIONS

Judging from the facts before us, the situation is
bad; but not irredeemable. It is our view that if
well targeted and articulated strategies are
deployed, the trend will not only be reversed, but
the state will be placed on the path of food
security. Among these strategies are

6.1 Harmonisation of Revenue Collecting
Agencies within the State and the
Federation as a Whole

The government of the state should deliberately
harmonise all revenue collecting bodies to
ensure a unified front as against the current
multiple tax system. That way all interested
parties will have précised idea of how much they
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are going to pay as revenue within the state and
so reflect it in the cost of transportation of food to
the state. This will also ease business planning.

6.2 Increased Government Investment in
Agriculture

This will take the form of adequate budgetary
allocation towards creating enabling environment
for agriculture to thrive. There should equally be
increased monitoring to ensure that approved
budget is actually spent on what it is proposed
for. That is, sincerity of purpose on the side of the
government is strongly required to achieve food
price stability and food security.

6.3 Setting up of Social
Investment for Farmers

Security

This will take the form of insurance and social
trust funds against natural and man-made
hazards to protect farmers from unforeseen
happenings. This will hedge them from untold
hardship emanating from such natural hazards as
flood.

6.4 Facilitate Improved Organised Private
Sector Investment in Agriculture

Government should invite and encourage
organised private sector investment in agriculture
within the state. This can take the form of
enhanced access to genuine arable lands,
perfecting title to such lands, tax incentives, and
adequate power supply amongst others. This will
not only boost food production and preservation,
but will enhance the attainment of food security
and reduce unemployment.

6.5 Proper Channelling of Oil Rents and
Compensations

The so called ‘resource curse’ if properly
managed can be turned to ‘resource blessing’.
The rents, royalties and compensations that are
being paid by International Oil Companies (IOCs)
and their subsidiaries should be invested in large
scale agricultural production within their host
communities. This the state can achieve in
collaboration with the leadership of the host
communities by getting the IOCs to invest directly
such funds as mentioned above to large scale
mechanised farms with the state of arts
equipments that can compete favourably with any
such farms anywhere in the world.
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6.6 Increased Youths Involvement

Agriculture

If the organised private sector and I0Cs can
invest massively in large scale agricultural
activities within the state and make it attractive, it
will take away most of the touts and idle youths
roaming the street back to agriculture for gainful
employment. This is a must do to ensure food
security is achieved in Bayelsa state.

6.7 Exploit Comparative Advantage in
Agricultural Investments

This is encouraging the state to exploit the
principle of comparative advantage in her
investment in agriculture. Deliberate and well
thought out investments should be done in such
areas as rice production, fish and other
aquaculture, plantain production etc. This is
because the state has natural capacity for the
production of these foods, a little push in form of
public or private investment will assist the state to
attain self sufficiency in their production.

6.8 Optimal Utilisation of BIODEC in Odi

Farmers and indeed agricultural enthusiastic
should maximise the presence of Bio-resources
Development Centre Odi, Bayelsa State for
procurement of improved seedlings and other
agricultural inputs. This measure if explored will
result in improved yield as most of the seedlings
have been improved against adverse weather
effects and to yield better harvest.

6.9 Reintroduction of
Extension

Agricultural

The reason for this is to enable the extension
workers engage the local farmers by way of
massive enlightenment on the need for large
scale production where possible and the use of
modern improved inputs. Also, given that the
state has large number of migrant farmers, the
extension workers will identify and interact with
them with a view to extracting information such as
how they access land for their current production
amongst others. This is vital as it will ensure that
policies are promulgated that will cater for their
proper integration into the state’s food supply
chain.
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